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This new version includes
the ever-growing demands
for product sanitary safety,
and the safety of people working
on the farm, and also takes
into account the powerful rise
of environmental issues.

Charter for Good
Agricultural Practices was
launched in 1999, and was
reviewed in 2003 and 2007.
Today, it groups 110,000 milk-and
meat-producing farmers, and has just
had a makeover. Not only does
the Charter look more modern, but more
importantly, it has evolved into a new
version that is more adapted
to the profession of farmer
and to the expectations
of today’s citizens.

Charter in 2012

Â

41sections organized in 6 chapters
Evolutions on the contents

Id En TI FI CA TI O n
O F A n Im A Ls

1

To guarantee total traceability
of my animals, I make sure
they are identifiable according
to current legislation.

1.1- To ensure the traceability
of my animals, I make sure the tagging
of all my cattle is thorough and up-to-date.
Evolution
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1.2 - To facilitate the permanent
follow-up of cattle in France,
my identification papers are up-to-date.
1.3 - To enable the follow-up of animals
once they have left my holding, I keep
information on their destination.
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Out of respect for both
public health and
my animals, I make sure
my herd is in good health.

3.1- I feed my animals in accordance
with their needs, and they are in good
physical condition. My veal calves
are given good quality milk
and fibrous feed in sufficient quantity.

2.1- I globally manage the sanitary
risks in the light of the conclusions
of the latest cattle health visit to my farm.
2.2 - To guarantee the good use
of medicines, I have had my veterinarian
carry out a health assessment of
my holding. He has drawn up a treatment
protocol. I can produce the prescription
for all prescription medicines I am using.

Evolution

Evolution

2.5 - For preventative measures,
I keep my installations clean.
2.6 - To guarantee their good usage
and preservation, I tidy drugs away
in an appropriate, closed place.

“

Take the farmers’
word for it!

The new points of the Charter make
sense. They highlight simple
and obvious practices in our
profession. I also appreciate the fact
that it includes concerns linked
to our safety as farmers.

”

Evolution

3.2 - So that the feed I distribute
does not harm the health of my animals
or consumers, I control the hygiene of its
production, conservation and distribution.
3.3 - To avoid accidental contamination
of my herd or the environment, I ensure
separate and appropriate storage
of feed destined for different species,
and of feed in relation to potentially
toxic products.

2.3 - To keep a trace of all sanitary
events and any treatments carried out,
I keep an up-to-date sanitary log. I ensure
any sanitary instructions are transferred.
2.4 - To avoid contamination within
my herd, I may isolate sick animals.

For the health of
the consumer and that
of my animals, I guarantee
my herd is given feed that
is healthy, balanced
and traceable.

Evolution

3.4 - For their health and to protect
watering holes, I ensure my animals
are well watered, according to their needs.
3.5 - To ensure the traceability of feed
produced outside my holding, I keep
the documents detailing their nature,
quantity and origin.

2.7- So that there are no residues
of medicines in the products I sell,
I respect the scheduled waiting periods
for milk and meat, and I implement
a system to identify treated animals
until the end of the waiting period.
2.8 - To limit contamination risks,
I have animal carcasses and veterinary
waste removed via the organised
procedures.
2.9 - For consumer protection, I inform
my buyer of any sanitary problem.
I undertake not to put any product
on the market that I know could be
dangerous for human health and
to inform my clients as soon as possible
if the product has already been delivered.

For further information:
contact@charte-elevage.fr

www.charte-elevage.fr
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The Charter gets a facelift:
Â The Charter sports a new logo that symbolises both the farmer,
proud of his profession, and the animal.
Â The website www.charte-elevage.fr/en gives the general public
access to the scheme.
Â The documents given to farmers are more inviting and more informative.

An Im AL w EL FA RE
An d h um An
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For the health of my cows
and the sanitary quality
of the milk I deliver,
I guarantee it is produced
hygienically via my practices.

5

4.1 - To avoid mastitis, to preserve
my cows’ teats and to ensure the quality of
my milk, I ensure my milking apparatus is in good
working order. I ensure an annual Optitraite®
check-up is carried out and execute any
recommended repairs.
4.2 - Out of concern for hygiene and safety,
I ensure my milk storage unit is clean and tidy.
The lighting enables the installations
to be monitored visually and ensures
the safety of people working there.

Evolution

4.4 - To ensure the hygiene of the milk
and to avoid it containing any residue, I ensure
all equipment that comes into contact with the milk
is clean and I use authorized products to clean it.
In the case of a private water catchment, I test its
bacteriological quality once a year.

4.7 - To follow the situation of my herd
and adapt my hygiene and prevention practices,
I use the results of analysis carried out
on my milk.

Evolution

5.2 - For the animals’ comfort,
so they can be treated, and for the safe
working conditions of humans, I house
my animals in a sufficiently aired
and sufficiently lit building, and
in conditions that are in accordance
with their needs.

5.4 - To limit stress to my animals
and ensure the safety of external actors,
if I practice dehorning, I use appropriate
techniques.
5.5 - For their comfort, in the case
of open-air farming, my animals have
access to a natural or artificial shelter.
Evolution
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“

Take the farmers’ word
for it!
The Charter has a very attractive new image
and the documents make you want
to read them.

6.1- Because the appearance of my holding
contributes to the image of my profession,
and out of concern for hygiene and human
safety, the approach roads are presentable
and the farm surroundings are welcoming.

6.3 - For water protection, I plan
and record my fertilisation practices.
I rationalise fertilisation from farm fertiliser
that I produce. I respect the schedule and
spreading distances for animal excrement.
6.4 - To preserve the health of humans
and animals, and to protect the
environment, I rationalise and record
my phystosanitary treatment and take care
to use these products efficiently and
in accordance with regulations.

5.6 - For my animals’ welfare,
I ensure they avoid injury.
5.7 - To ensure human safety,
I analyse the risks on my holding.

I contribute
to environmental protection.

6.2 - To preserve water resources,
I stock farm effluent in such as a way as
it does not contaminate the surroundings.

5.3 - For their comfort and my safety,
I handle my animals gently, using
appropriate equipment.

4.5 - For good hygiene, I ensure my milking
premises are clean. The premises are sufficiently
well lit to enable the examination of both udders
and milk and to enable human safety.

Evolution
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5.1 - For their hygiene and comfort,
I guarantee my animals have
an appropriate level of cleanliness,
in all seasons.

4.3 - To avoid germs developing or
the presence of foreign bodies in the milk,
I correctly maintain, observe and keep the milk
refrigeration equipment in good condition.

4.6 - Out of concern for hygiene, and for
the welfare of my cows, I ensure that the teat
of each cow is clean and healthy before milking.

For my animals, and for
the safety of those
who work in contact with
them, I ensure my herd
has good hygiene
and welfare conditions.

P R O T E C T IO n
OF ThE E n v IR O n m
EnT

6.5 - To ensure human safety and avoid
leaks into the surroundings, I store
phytosanitary products in a closed area.
I use protective clothing when handing
phytosanitary products.
6.6 - Out of respect for the environment
and landscape, I have identified and use
the appropriate treatment procedures
for the different waste produced
on my holding.
6.7 - For water protection, my rivers
have grass borders (or trees).
6.8 - To preserve biodiversity and because
they stock carbon, I respect my holding’s
“semi-natural” zones and permanent
grasslands.

NE W

6.9 - To save water, I keep an eye
on my consumption. I limit leaks
and implement thrifty practices.

NE W

6.10 - To save energy, I am careful
about my consumption of fuel oil,
gas and electricity.

A POTTED HISTORY OF THE CHARTER AND A LOOK TO THE FUTURE

“

After more than 10 years of existence,

the Charter has evolved and has reinforced
its strengths and priorities

for securing the cattle sectors
and preserving the environment.

The farm is the first link in a chain of quality that runs “from the farm
to the fork”. Cattle farmers carry out a profession requiring many skills
and solid vocational training. The Charter is there to support them
and help them progress in their professional practices.
ADHERING TO THE CHARTER IS A FARMER’S VOLUNTARY
AND INDIVIDUAL CHOICE
Farmers who sign the Charter respect precise criteria that very often help
them anticipate regulations. In adhering to the Charter, cattle farmers make
6 key commitments:
• to ensure the traceability of the animals on their farm;
• to supply them a healthy, balanced and monitored diet;
• to ensure their welfare and health;
• to supervise the safety of people working on the farm;
• to contribute to the protection of the environment;
• to protect product quality through meticulous hygiene.
PRACTICALITIES OF THE CHARTER: HOW TO ADHERE?
1: The farmer meets a farming technician with whom he discusses
his situation and seeks ways he could possibly improve his practices.
It is an opportunity for him to assess his situation and to see what level
he is at in relation to the Charter’s requirements.
2: Depending on the results of the audit, his membership can either be
validated, or deferred until he has reached the required level.
3: He then receives a visit (every 2 years) from the farming technician to
validate his skills and to study the points on which he need to make further
progress.
A QUALITY SYSTEM - WITH INDEPENDENT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
AUDITS - ON ALL LEVELS.

“

The Charter groups 110,000
farmers who are proud
of their profession and expertise,
and who want people to know it.

CHARTER
STATISTICS
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The Charter: a collective success,
incontestable achievements,
and a necessary adaptation

The 2012 version: a more precise
charter, adapted to today’s
profession of farmer

Launched in 1999, the Charter was reviewed
in 2003 to include regulations on the farming
register and the emergence of Reasoned
Agriculture. It was edited once again in 2007
to take into account regulations on the
hygiene package, requirements linked to the
conditionality of CAP subsidies, and to widen
its scope to include veal farmers.

1. Ever increasing demands regarding
the sanitary safety of products:
The good practices linked to product safety,
which are at the heart of the farming
profession and are a priority for processors,
remain the Charter’s number one priority.
In this new version, the good practices
of animal health and their link to the quality
of products are reaffirmed and reinforced.

The Charter defines good practices to be
respected by all farmers whatever their
production system and product destination,
and has provided guarantees on the farming
stage of the sector for over ten years.
The scheme provides unification and structure,
and is the joint foundation for quality
specifications of the milk and meat sectors.

2. Introduction of the safety of people
on the farm:
Farmers who have signed the Charter
are now aware of and have committed
to concerns such as ensuring the working
safety of farmers (handling animals, milking
cows, etc), ensuring the safety of external
actors (dairy drivers, animal purchasers, etc)
and carrying out an assessment of dangers
on the farm.

The Charter is a veritable development tool
for progress thanks to the vast involvement
of a technical network mobilising over 2,500
technicians, and has contributed to very
concrete improvements in farmers’ practices
(keeping a sanitary log, the traceability of
food and feed, milk production hygiene, etc).
The different regulations governing
the profession of farmer continue to involve
in France and in Europe. One way to respond
to demands made on the cattle sectors
(milk and meat) is to further adapt
the Charter. It was therefore necessary
to update its content.

CREATED IN 1999 IN A VERY SPECIFIC
CONTEXT
Food crises, in particular the “mad cow”
food crisis, not only unsettled farmers, they also
generated a need among consumers - who are
increasingly urban and removed from nature
and agriculture –for reassurance via improved
information on the way farmers carry out their
profession.
Aware of these expectations, farmers began
a period of active reflection that resulted in the
creation of the Charter for Good Agricultural
Practices in 1999. For the farmer that adheres
to the Charter, it is a tool for progressing
in and self-evaluating his practices.
For the general public, it is a tool for information,
a sort of highly transparent “open book” for all,
about the way farmers carry out their profession.

”90 %
of milk produced in France

3. The powerful rise of environmental issues:
Carried by the “Grenelle de l’environnement”,
environmental issues have occupied a major
position in the cattle sectors for some years
now. The new version of the Charter puts
environmental basics back at the heart
of good practices (water quality, landscape,
waste management, biodiversity
preservation, carbon storage,
and energy saving).
4. Census of all persons working on farms
that adhere to the Charter:
The number of cattle farms tends to diminish
year after year. This partly masks the real
number of farmers and people who live from
cattle farming. It has therefore been decided
to carry out a census of people working today
on farms that adhere to the Charter.

For further information:
contact@charte-elevage.fr
www.charte-elevage.fr/en
or find us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/charte.elevage

77 %

50

of cattle raised in France

it is the average number
of cows that the farmers
adhering to the Charter
hold.

comes from farms adhering to the Charter.
These high percentages are a measure of just how committed farmers
and its related channels are to the quality and transparency
of their practices in relation to the general public.
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The Charter: spreading awareness
and supporting farmers to help them
progress

