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ID E N T IF IC A
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T IO N O F A

HE RD HE ALTH
FEED ING THE ANIM ALS

M ILK Q UA LIT Y

ABOUT
BEING
A FARMER

a steak or a hamburger in France, it has very probably come from
a farm that adheres to the Charter. Farmers that sign the Charter
undertake to respect good practices for their animals, for
the environment, for produce, and by extension, for the consumer.
This is the case for over 90% of milk and over 77% of beef
produced in France.

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1) On average, how many cows does a French farm have?
20

50

100

500

2) What is the main food in a French cow’s diet?
Corn

Grass

Cereals

Flax

Soy

3) How many cows are there in France?

TO FIND OUT MORE:

2 million

8 million

60 million

www.charte-elevage.fr/en
1) 50 cows on average. (From 20 to 150 and rarely more)
2) Grass accounts for 65% on average of a cow’s diet in France.
3) There are about 8 million cows in France.

300, 000
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W hen you drink a glass of milk, or eat a piece of cheese,

Â

ANIMAL WELFARE AND HUMAN SAFETY

EN T
F TH E EN VI RO NM
PR O TE CT IO N O
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The leading farmer quality
assurance scheme in France
and Europe

practices

Proud to present good practices: farmers’ commitments

T

he Charter for Good Agricultural
Practices promotes the quality
of the profession and of cattle
farmers’ practices in France.

By adhering to the Charter,
cattle farmers commit to
6 key undertakings:

1

I ENSURE
THE TRACEABILITY
OF MY ANIMALS
ON MY HOLDING

My animals are identified
at all times:
they wear an ear-tag
in each ear and have
a passport that follows
them throughout their life.
This ensures each animal
is monitored from its birth
until it leaves the holding,
and until it reaches
consumers’ plates.

2

The Charter accompanies farmers
in their practices, helping them to meet
the expectations of both their partners
and citizens.

Established by the farmers’ professional organisations, it benefits from
the expertise of engineers and technicians specialised in farming.
A system of audits ensures the smooth running of the scheme on all levels
(on farms, and in the organisations that accompany the farmers).

In 2012, the Charter brought together 110,000 farmers who are proud
of their profession and their expertise, and who want people to know.

Thanks to the Charter, farmers can
communicate transparently on their
profession and its developments.

I PR OT EC T MY
HE RD ’S HE ALT H

To treat my animals, I use
drugs that are prescribed
by the veterinarian
and I make a note of all
treatments. I respect
the numerous sanitary
regulations in France,
to avoid the propagation
of contagious diseases.

TEE
3 IMYGUANARIMANALS
HA VE
A HE ALT HY,
BA LAN CE D AN D
MO NIT OR ED DIE T

I ensure my animals receive
feed and watering
according to their needs.
I know what my animals
eat. They are given feed
produced by myself as
a priority. When I buy feed,
I know where it has come
from.

”

4

I PR OT EC T
TH E QU ALI TY
OF MY MI LK BY
OB SE RV ING TH E
STR ICT ES T HY GI EN E

The equipment I use to milk
my cows and to conserve
my milk is clean, monitored
and maintained regularly.
The room where I carry out
the milking, and the room
where I store my milk are
always clean. I regularly
monitor analyses that are
carried out on my milk.
This guarantees healthy,
good quality milk.

5

I ENSURE MY ANIMALS’
WELFARE AND
THE SAFETY OF
HUMANS WORKING
ON THE FARM

I ensure my animals have
good living conditions,
whether indoors or outdoors
in pastureland. I avoid
causing them stress or
causing them to sustain
injury. The welfare of my
animals is a key aspect
of my profession. I also
make sure that people who
intervene on my farm are
safe when they work with
my animals. .

CONTRIBUTE TO
6 ITHE
PROTECTION OF
NT
THE ENVIRONME

I undertake to recycle animal
manure and slurry on all fields
and meadows on the farm
in order to preserve water
quality. The surroundings of
my farm are well maintained
and presentable. I take care
to preserve grassland
and typical features
of my region’s landscape.
I manage farm waste
(tarps, drums, etc)
and I take care to save
water and energy.

